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MEMORIALS AND RESOLUTIONS

JAMES B. RATLIFF

HOUSE RESOLUTION 2003
A RESOLUTION

ON THE DEATH OF THE HONORABLE JAMES B. RATLIFF

The Honorable James B. Ratliff passed away at the age of seventy on
January 19, 1983 in Sun City.

James Ratliff was born in Parker, Texas on April 23, 1918, son ¢f
John and Lee Rat1iff. He graduated from Parker's local High School before
entering the military in 1936

Mr. Ratliff was in the military for twenty-four years and was twice
wounded during World War Il. During military service he served 1n various
enlisted ranks and later received an officer's commission. As an officer,
he served as an Administrative Officer, Infantry Platoon Leader, Squagdron
Commander and Chief of Security and Law Enforcement. On retiring from the
Air Force in 1960, he became Chief C(riminal Investigator of Champaign
County, I11linois

In 1966 Mr. Ratliff and his wife, Emma, moved to Arizona.

He was first elected to the Arizona House of Representatives to
serve in the Thirtieth Legislative Session beginning in 1971 and servec
continuously for eighteen years ending with the Thirty-eighth Legislature,
Second Regular Session in 1988. Representative Ratliff served with
distinction on the Agriculture, Economic Affairs, Municipalities,
Appropriations, Human Resources, Rules, Natural Resources anc Energy, and
Tourism, Professions and Occupations Committees. He was also appo-ntec
the Chairman of the Ways and Means, and Government Operations Committees
He became particularly knowledgeable and was relied on as an expert in the
area of public employee retirement issues. In 1987 and 1988 during tre
Thirty-eighth Legislature, Mr. Ratliff was elected by his peers as House
Majority Leader

He w11l be missed by his family, his friends and the people of tne
State of Arizona
Therefore
Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the State of Arizona:

That the members of the House of Representatives sincerely regret
the passing of the Honorable James B. Ratliff and extend their mos:
sincere sympathies and condolences to his widow, Emma, who continues to |
reside in Sun City, and nis surviving relatives |

Unanimously adopted by the House, April 25, 1989.
Filed in the Office of the Secretary of State, April 25, 1989




